Bowne Families of NJ

This collection consists of the bulk of the NJ Bowne family records collected and compiled by
Edward J. Raser over a lifetime. The collection is contained in four 3-ring binders, a magazine file box,
and four vertical-file manila folders. The contents of the binders are described in some detail immediately
below. The contents of the folders and file box are described near the end of this document.

The 3-ring binders are headed “Bowne Family,” with a subtitle of their contents. Two binders
contains information on all persons known (or believed) to be descendants of William Bowne of Monmouth
County, with the members numbered in a conventional family tree sequential order for identification
purposes. Vol. 1 contains detailed records of the first five generations of William and his descendants; the
later generations are covered in vol. 2. A substitute for a first-name index is provided (explained below) in
the front of vol. 1. For most of the generations each individual’s records consist of a family group sheet
(FGS) providing vital record details for known children, followed by manuscript or printed pages in support
of this individual’s lifetime activities—referred to as support sheets. In later generations the family
structure may not be well known, in which case only support sheets containing information about the
known children may be filed. The structure of a family group sheet is explained in some detail after the list
of binders.

A third binder contains family tree sequences for four Bownes believed to be descendants of
William, but whose connections have yet to be determined. Their information is organized just like that of
William’s, but with the individual’s ID # preceded by an arbitrary letter to identify them as belonging to an
unconnected family tree segment. The second half of this binder contains personal and family information
for isolated Bowne individuals who remain unplaced in any of the earlier family trees. There is no index
substitute for persons covered in this binder.

A fourth binder contains a 4-page more compact index substitute in front, followed by a sizeable
collection of record papers collected or composed during the years of searching for NJ Bowne family
information. In the late 1700s some NJ Bownes migrated to Dutchess and nearby N.Y. counties and are
included in this work, while some Bownes were later found to be descended from John Bowne of Flushing,
N.Y. Not closely related to William Bowne of Monmouth, this John Bowne’s descendants are not
included in this work.

Bowne Family Binders
(1) “William Line, Vol. 17

This binder contains records of the first five generations of persons known or believed to be
descendants of William Bowne. There is no name index for these persons, but the front of the binder
contains 13 pages of a detailed family tree chart listing all male William-line descendants (thru the seventh
generation) with their ID # and birth-death years to the extent known. The principal area in which the
person resided may also be given. A study of the charts may help to locate your person-of-interest, provide
their ID #, and thus guide you to where records can be found.

(2) “William Line, Vol. 2”

This binder contains records of the sixth and all later generations of William-line descendants.



(3) “Unconnected Lines”

The front half of this binder contains four unconnected family tree segments for the following
initial Bownes:

J-series, for descendants of John Bowne (born in the 1720s), who married Catherine Disbrow in
1752. He possible was a son of James 44, per Stillwell.

T-series, for descendants of John Bowne/Bound (b. 1745 or earlier) and an unknown wife; of South
Brunswick Twp. 1780-93. He had sons residing in North & South Brunswick Twps., and South Amboy
Twp., between 1786-1830, and later had descendants in NY state.

A-series, for descendants of William Bowne/Bound (b. c1770-80s), of North & East Brunswick
Twps. He was twice married—to a Betsey and a Rosanna. Eventually he was found to be T-7.

C-series, for descendants of Cornelius Bowne (c1747-1830), of Hillsboro Twp., Somerset Co.
After his death his widow Ann married — Webb.

The second half of the binder contains records of unplaced individuals, filed in more or less
given-name alpha order, with sheets for lone individuals headed by a single letter. When an individual’s
name is common (such as John), to keep related support sheets together an arbitrary number may be added
to the initial letter (such as J-1, J-2, etc.). When sufficient information is found for an individual to begin a
family tree segment, a second letter is added (usually an X before, or A, B, etc. after the given name initial).
Otherwise descendants are numbered and documented in conventional manner.

(4) “Tree ‘Index’ & Research Notes” White binder
The front of this binder contains a more compact, less detailed four-page seven- generation family
tree for descendants of William Bowne. Then follows three sections headed by separator tabs.

Behind Research tab:

Abstracts of New Jersey Bowne records copied from various sources. Filed by groups in order:
wills, deeds and rateables, marriage records, census records, cemetery records/gravestone inscriptions;
military records, abstracts from publications (books and magazines, newspapers, telephone directories,
other). When an individual within a source (such as a list of marriages) was later identified, his ID # may
be noted next to his line item in that list. A final group covers records of all types, for New York City and
New York state (except for Dutchess Co.—which follows) where NJ Bownes are known to have settled.

Behind Dutchess Co., NY tab:
D-series family tree for descendants of Joseph Bowne (b. ¢1790) of Fishkill area.
Miscellaneous records for various individuals residing in the area, some of whom were later clearly
identified as descendants of William Bowne. Some records here may later be identified as Q-series
Flushing Bowne members.

Behind Flushing tab:

Records of miscellaneous Bownes later identified as being a Flushing Bowne (with their Q-series
ID #s as numbered in the Flushing Bowne genealogy). Persons wanting to a see a compilation of the
descendants of John Bowne (1627-1695) of Flushing are directed to the book “Bowne Family of Flushing,
Long Island,” by Edith King Wilson (1948), as taken “from the MSS. of Jacob Titus Bowne and various
other sources.” Since descendants of both this John, and William of NJ, settled in Hudson River counties
of New York state, this book might be helpful to persons with Bowne ancestors from that region. At the
end of this section a history of the Bowne House in Flushing is provided.



Organization of Family Group Sheets

The family group sheets (FGS) are of Raser’s design, and for each head of a family consists of a list of his
children with vital records data for each child. The children are listed in birth order as best known, with a
connector to a vertical bar. A broken bar separates children from multiple marriages. The source of the
names (identified by an asterisk or letter) is usually noted in the field at the top left of the list, and by an
asterisk or letter in front of each applicable name. When names were obtained from several sources, such
as subsequent census years, a similar style note appears in front of these additional names.

The children lists were compiled from a variety of sources, of which the following were most common:

Wills

Deeds

Administration/probate records, orphan’s court

Baptismal (church) records

Family Bible records

Census records

Gravestone inscriptions (indicated by s[on] and/or d[aughter] and parents’ initials)

Other Bowne family compilers’ published lists (MKR, SHGM) or manuscripts (HKB). These
three are described immediately below

Unpublished lists from correspondence with various descendants.

When no source of the list is given, it frequently was obtained from HKB correspondence.

MKR “William Bowne, of Yorkshire, England, and His Descendants,” by Miller K. Reading, MD (1903).

Reading notes in the preface in his book that he had originally intended only to generate accounts of
his ancestor William Bowne (my #175) and his descendants, and that his published “records of William ...
and his descendants are [thus] fairly complete.” He also had intended only to publish William’s ancestral
Bowne line back to the immigrant, but since “much of the Bowne matter was already in print (and) finding
that we had collected considerable data of general interest to the Bowne family, we decided to include it.”
Reading’s book extensively carries forward Bowne lines of Hunterdon County. See a copy of this book in
the Magazine File Box, described below.

However, when Stillwell later published (in 1914) his accounts of the early Bowne family
members, he had found that many of the connections assumed by Reading were incorrect, and provided
much data to support his changed family structures. As a result, researchers should follow SHGM on all
families before William #175. Stillwell did accept and publish Reading’s vital records data on the
descendants of William #175, but researchers who also want biographical information on these persons
should refer to MKR. MKR did not identify individual Bownes by a numbering system, but did provide
readers with a full-name index.

SHGM “Historical and Genealogical Miscellany ... ,” by John E. Stillwell, MD, vol. 3 (1914). His
published Bowne Family genealogy appears on pages 29-108. Stillwell uses a straightforward numbering
system for all individuals in his many family genealogies. The same system is used by Raser for the
known descendants of William Bowne, and is only modified slightly for more modem generations and
unplaced Bowne individuals.

HKB Harold K. Bowen (sic) correspondence. I had extensive correspondence with him in the 1950s.
He was by far the most knowledgeable Bowne compiler I personally encountered. Some of his letters are
filed as support sheets, or the information they contained was recorded on support sheets or was noted by
his initials on Family Group Sheets as the vital records source. Since a letter often contained records of
many individuals, FGS footnotes may refer to abstracts recorded in a subsequent generation’s support
sheets. A great many of his letters are contained in a thesis binder in the Magazine File Box.



Source codes — Children’s List vital records

The source of any child’s vital record is noted by a source code following the data. When the
source code is followed by a number, it usually refers to a page number, file number or numbered item of a
series. If the source code is written in red, it means I read the original source document or a reliable
published version (except for gravestone inscriptions, this style is not frequently used).

A word like census, probate, GMNJ, SCHQ, Bible may appear as a rough source indicator.

GS gravestone inscription. If actually read by me, GS is given in red letters (when only the
birth and death years appeared on a stone, only the year dates are underlined in red)

A,B,K, R Refers to a note or reference at the bottom of the FGS page or on a support page. A
late letter, like R, probably refers to a note on a later-generation individual’s support page.

SOTC Symmes “Old Tennent Church”. Sometimes given as OTC or just OT. The page number
is the one in the second (most common) edition of 1904.

CG  compiler’s guess, used by EJR to note a tentative connection or entry

CN  censusrecord

CR cemetery record

PR pension record

MCM Monmouth County Marriage record. A comprehensive list thru 1843 appears in GMNJ
vols. 56-68.

XCM Middlesex County Marriage record. For an abstracted list see binder 3.

NJA NI Archives Marriage Records (volume XXIT)

NJMB NIJ marriage bond. Usually refers to the detailed information (on a support sheet) which I
copied from the actual bond in the NJA library. Bonds often contain valuable supplementary information.

n.p. newspaper article

EBB Elias Bowne Sr. Bible record (see J-644)

EBB2 Edward Bowne Bible record (see D-22)

MBB McGalliard Bowne Bible record (see J-644)

SM  same as SHGM

GSD  see Gershom 97, ref. A

GMNJ

NYGBR

MbDCR Marlboro Dutch Ref. Ch. records

HEQG Hinshaw’s Encyclopedia of Quaker Genealogy

Support Sheets

Consist of pages of biographical information extracted from various record sources. They include
correspondence, articles copied from publications, compiled lists of details extracted from comprehensive
record sources, etc. Pages or random notes for an individual may by identified by a letter, which correlates
with a record source notation on the person’s FGS.

Of particular value are lists of year-by-year detailed rateables data for an individual, compiled by
Raser from late-colonial/early-federal township tax records stored in the NJ Archives. Also of value are
added details and autographs found on an individual’s marriage bond, abstracted by Raser from the original
bonds filed in the NJ Archives. The marriage bond contents have the potential of being correlated with
other marriage bonds or record sources to help establish family relationships of obscure individuals.



Vertical File Folders

(1) Bowne Miscellany

This folder contains an assortment of papers which did not lend themselves to ready filing,
mvolved newer generations beyond the limited time scope of this collection, or required more analysis than
time was available. When later discovered, a named person’s ID # may be noted. Also included is an
envelope containing many obituaries which could be useful to a future Bowne family-surname compiler.

(2) Bowne Deeds/Maps
Miscellaneous collection of deeds and Bowne subdivision maps. The map number (e.g. Map
5-10) is the official number of the map in the Monmouth County Clerk’s deed/ex-map room.

(3) East Jersey Deeds
Most of the pages containing references to Bownes in Richard S. Hutchinson’s “East New Jersey

Land Records,” (in ten volumes, 2008 et seq) were copied. The reference at the top of each sheet is to the
original East Jersey deed volume being abstracted by Hutchinson at that time. Pages showing family
relationships were filed as support sheets for the identified Bownes. Being copied in my later years, the
time to identify all the named persons was limited. Those pages still needing analysis are stored here.
Even when the referenced Bowne was not a principal, the deeds can still provide valuable geographic and
time-related clues about the person.

(4) Bowne Burial Grounds (Fair View Cem., Red Bank, NJ).

1 was aware that there were Bownes buried in Fair View Cem. (est. 1855) whose gravestones
indicated they had died long before 1855. In investigating their Fair View plot records I found that even
more family members had died well before the family plot was purchased. Their remains could have come
from old churchyards, but I was also aware that many ancient family burial grounds were being vacated at
that time and the remains reinterred in modern cemeteries. The papers in this folder were
collected/generated while compiling my Monmouth County Graveyards book in the 1990s and was trying
to discover the location of such Bowne family burial grounds. The effort was only partly successful.

Magazine File Box
Contains four bulky items with voluminous information on Bowne families.

(1) “Some Bowne Footprints in the Sands of Time,” by Donald W. Bowne, MD (1990). This spiral-
bound 86-page publication is his Bowne family history, with contains extensive narrative material (but no
source references) of a biographical and contemporary historical nature relating to his Bowne ancestors and
their immediate families. His great-grandfather was Charles Clark Bowne, Sr. (1816-1889), #361, for
whom he provides detailed vital records data. Charles was a great-grandson of Peter Bowne, #51.

(2) “Ancestors of Sarah Bowne (1829-1895),” typescript by Jim Rickey (1999). Sarah was the daughter
of William R. Bowne (1797-1868), #197, and wife Mary Bowne (1802-1867), #330. Both were descended
from Peter Bowne, #51. Rickey provides very extensive source references for all of his Bowne ancestors.
This typescript contains 55 pages of detailed narrative and endnotes, and a huge 14-generation family tree
chart laid out 2 sheets deep and 20 sheets wide (sheets 1-6 and 2-6 match vertically, and so forth).

(3) “Harold K. Bowen Correspondence 1951-1968” The bulk of his detailed letters, which commonly
contained information on multiple families and could not be filed as support sheets for an individual.

(4) “Bowne Genealogy” A copy of Miller K. Reading’s book, referenced in this compilation by “MKR.”
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